A DOUBLE SUPPLEMENT IS GIVEN WITH THIS N'UHBI'B]

g3
L .
I

W PP e 1~|::i.."-,."-
r .

f

-

Sl -
i
e
AL

A JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST COMMUNISM

— — o

T =T " "

- ———— -

Vor. 4.—No. 49. |

o= S ey e

——— - —

ANARGHISM IN ENGLAND.

“ ANArCHY will never take root in England,” asserted an over-positive

Social Democrat, not very long ago. And yet this is just what
Anarchism 1s doing ; 1t 1s taking root. The seeds of Anarchism are in
the air in EKngland, as 1n every civilised country. 'There is a distinct
tendency, here as elsewhere, to dispute the righteousness and necessity

of authority, and to discard it in every relationship of life. Our idea
of what liberty really means is changing, just as our idea of equality
has changed. We are no longer contented with ‘equality before the
law ” ; we see that there can be no real equality whilst wealth is un-
fairly divided. In hke manner, we are rapidly beginning to sec that
giving to each an mfimtesimal share in managing the affairs of all is
not real liberty ; to be each free to manage our own ies 18 what we
want. In other words, more and more people are beco every day
inspired by the idea that the only rational and satisfying way for
human beings to live 1n association, 1s by mutual agreement and help in
aiding one another to secure the fullest possible scope for self-develop-
ment ; and further, that this mutual agreement and help can never be
brought about by any system of coercion ; can only be hindered by
government of any sort. This idea 1s 1n the air and the Chicago com-
memoration meetings held last month all over the country are most
significant indications of the manner in which it is taking root. They
are like the green shoots that give certain proot that the seed has sunk
into fertile soil and 1s germinating there.

Compare this year's meetings with those of the two previcus years.
They are not only considerably more numerous ; their entire character
has changed. Last year they were vague and partial expressions ‘of
Socialist sympathy with certain martyrs of the labour caguse whose per-
sonal devotion no honest man could do other thﬂ'.?“ﬁdmire. The
Anarchist principles for which our comrades lived and died were kept
entirely in the back-ground, when they were not actually denied.
Attempts were even made to claim the Chicago Anarchists as Social
Democrats in disguise. Anarchist speakers were actually called to order
and silenced for drawing attention to the convictions openly expressed
by the murdered men during their lives and sealed with their dying
breath.

This year the whole tone of the commemorations has changed. Six
meetings in London alone have been organised by Anarchist Groups
and addressed by Andrchist speakers. Aud not only in these, but in
the many meetings all over the country got up by* Anarchist and Revo-
lutionary Sociahst Groul;s, the Anarchist principles of the Chicago
martyrs have been put boldly forwal'd as the main topic of the speakers.
We can best honour these heroes by following in their steps and pro-
claiming the convictions for which they died ; such has been the key
note of the commemor#tions of 18Y0. l.et us see to it that next year
witnesses as striking amn. advance upon what we have gained to-day, as
does this year upon our position of yesterday.

CHICAGO COMMEMORATION MEETINGS.

A mosT successful and mmpressive series of meetings has been leld by
the Commurnist-Anarchists of London to commemorate the murder of
our five comrades 1n Chicago, and to protest against the prolonged mar-
tyrdom of imprisonment which has been awarded to three others.

TIHHE MEETING AT SOUTIH PLACE CHAPEL,

Monday evening, Nov. 10th, organised by the Freedom Groups was
an unqualified success. By 8 p.m. the hall was thronged with an
immense audience, whose interest and enthusiasm were unflagging
throughout. Judging by the sale of revolutionary literature before
the speeches began 1t was a most favourable occasion for propaganda.
Freedom, Free Russia and the Commonweal found many purchasers,
whilst not a few asked for our Comrade Kropotkine's ¢ Wage System,”
and the ¢ Speeches of the Chicago Martyrs.” James Blackwell opened
the meeting by declaring that in sccordance with Anarchist ideas there
would be no chairman, nor yet would there be any putting of the con-
ventional resolution, regarded by Anarchists as a useless absurdity. He
then announced, what had already been whispered through the room,
that Kropotkine was unable to be present through illness. This was
an irreparable disappointment, which, however, was lightened by the
reading of the following letter as a preface to the speeches also given
below :

DECEMBER, 1890.
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K ROPOTKINE'S LETTER.

Dear Comrades,- I am extremely sorry that illness prevents ine from
being with you to-night, and from joining my words with yours in
memory of our heroic brethren of Chicago. Tell the English workers,
tell again and again, of that terrible tragedy of Chicago. Tell them,
how 1in circumstances very much like those we now have here, the
toilers, the producers of all wealth those who are reduced to misery
because they create all riches endeavoured to lessen the hours of
forced labour by a general strike on the 1st of May, 1386. Tell how
the American Anarchists, who'did not share the illusions of the workers,
foresaw that the rich ones, the exploiters, would take advantage of the
strike to slaughter the workers, and warned the workers, advising them
nog to engage 1n battle unless prepared to fight to the bitter end. Tell,
how their previsions were fulfilled ; how the workers were slaughtered
at M‘Cormick’s works, and how the Anarchists then decided to join 1n
the battle, but how their very meetings were then attacked by the bri-
gands 1n service of Capital. 'Tell, how then the exploiters took revenge
uppn those who best understood the struggle-—the Anarchists because
they called upon the workers, not to spend their eunergies in useless
skirmishes, but to strike the Capitalists to the heart: to erpropriate —
to take possession of all that makes the very forces of the rich ex-
ploiters the factories, the mines, the railways, and so on, and to
become the producers, and the consiumers as weell, of all that they
produce.

This the Capitalists could not tolerate.

If a few Pinkerton men had been killed 1n a struggle for wages, or
hotars of labour, little importance would have been attached to the fact.
The dead would have been replaced by new hirelings. But the Anar
chists put before the workers a higher ideal than that of a few pence
maye a day. They tanght them that they, the workers, had produced
and were producing all riches; that they, the workers, can produce for
theamselves and need not be ruled by a handful of thieves. They taught
them that Man must not be erploited by other men, that Man must not
be ruled by other men. That teaching was too much tor those who
recklessly exploit the labour of the workers. A Union, never heard ot
before in history, came into existence, a union of all thieves ot national
wealth, a union of bankers, employers, money lenders, newspapers’
hirelings, and so on —the Citizens Association. They swore to strike
a great blow to execute at least seven Anarchists at once, more 1t pos-
sible—to terrorise by the gallows. They executed our mnoble heroes,
our -brothers whom we never will cease to regret. They had the gallows.
But did they terrorise the Anarchists ?

You saw two years ago on this same platform the widow of one ot
the executed — Mrs. Parsons. She told you how they succeeded 1n ter-

rorising.  Hope, not despair, was the message she brought | from
America. Struggle-  and no armistice!  Struggle, struggle without

rest, and the victory will be ours at the end.
That 18 our duty.

That was her message.

JamEs Brackwern (South lLondon Group).

It has been said that “ They never fail who die in a great cause.” It
was a great cause for which our (‘hicago comrades died  the emancipa-
tion of labour and certainly they have not failed. The Anarchist
cause, the cause for which they died, has made tremendous progress,
especially in England during the past twelve mm_lthr:. ']’lw. present
meeting is one of about twenty similar meetings which are bemg held
11) E:]gl':im], Scotland and Ireland this year, 1n (-*mnmmmwm_tmn Of th.(*u'
legal murder. This is a sure sign that the doctrines for which they died
are making way. Our murdered comrades have contributed very hirgely
to this result themselves. Before the episode of May, 1886, and hefore
theﬁ"(}hicag() trial they were unknown beyond then own lt_r(-nlit}'. They
only had an influence 1 the particular district 1n which thev were
working for the cause of the people, but after that trial, as a result of
the capitalist persecution, they and their speeches  became L:nm\.:n
throughout the civilised world. 1t 1s for us to carry on tlw_ x}'nrk 11
which they have so well done their part. 1t 1s no use disguising the
fact that the masses both here and in America have been h}f NnOo Means
filled with revolutionary fervour. They have only ashed tor a hlight
improvement in their condition, a slight increase in wages or a shght
reduction of the hours of labour. They have not dreamed of doing
away with the present society altogether. If the workers of America
had been filled with revolutionary enthusiasm as were the people of
France in 1789, when the Bastille was pulled down, our comrades would
never have been murdered. The people would not have stood quietly by
and allowed the capitalists to commit that crime. We must do our best
to rouse that revolutionary enthusiasm in the people by propagating our -
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that which ought not to be violated; but even in this respect they arve
equally alive to the futility of artificial punishments. KEvery act in
violation of natural law carries with 1t 1ts own punishment sooner or
later ; and this 13 the keystono to the Anarchist position and forms the
ethical aspect from our point of view.

Anarchists cliam an equality of power for each individual, and hence
the rmght of private judgment must be perfectly free in order to secure
equahty of power. This 1mphes the crimnality of individuals who
take upon themselves the fanction of law making for others, which
effectunlly destroys the right of private judement so essential to the
revolution and the equality of opportunty for each.

Thomas Pain fully recogmsed this, for he says (““Rights of Man™)
“Men are born and always continue free and equal in respect of their
richts.  Civil distinetions therefore can be founded only in public
utility.  The end of all political associations 1s the preservation of the
natural and mmpreseriptable rights of man ; and these rights are liberty,
property, securtty and resistance to oppression.”

FEquality of power will confer on each person the opportunity to
‘resist oppression,” and may be confidently reckoned on as the safe-
guard against wrong-doing.

Our mmpertections which are so much dimned 1nto our ears by our
opponents will no longer suthice as an excuse for coercion.  “ We are all
imperfect,” no doubt, and therefore being all tarred with the same
brush none can lay chum to anything from which others are precluded.
If we are all morally lame wo must all use erutches; and to ery ¢ lame
dog " to our neighbour 1s to put one's self 1 the position ot the pro
verbial Pot and Kettle when they took upon themselves the rather
amusing task ot calling each other nnmes. Even the morality of mur-
dering the murderer in the mterest of “socrety,” 1s nowadays beginning
to be questioned.  Indeed apart from the question of the sufferings of
innocent persons  which 1s really very mmportant and forms one of the
many potent reasons for the abolition of punishiment by law- - what 13
gained 1t may be asked, by our prison torture chambers ?

All the evil passions of which human nature 1s capable are there
brought to the surface, causing the most “abandoned criminal” to
commit acts of which he would not dream under ordinary circum-
stances ; and when such acts are committed a cry goes up from offended
“law and order’” of the immensity of the “ crimes” of the criminal and
tho justice of his punmishment.  Thus does law-made morality persecute
and punish its victims, until they end 1n the perpetration of crime
against the only mghtful lawmaker Dame Nature.

What, then, is to be done ! Why, abolish law which 1s the creator
of crime.

I amn not my brother's keeper and ought not to be; since given equal
opportunity with his fellow-men he 1s best able to take care of himself
—s1imply beecause he understands his own interest far better than others
can do for him.  Moreover, men are recognising more and more every
day, that which has for so long been neglected, namely, the inviolability
of the individual; and there 1s no doubt that before very long the
notion that certuin mdividuals should punish others will become an
exploded fallacy which will take 1ts rmght place among the relics of
a barbarous age. H. Davis.

THE PROPAGANDA.

| REPORTS.
LLONDON -

St. Paweras Concncnist-Anarchist (rowp report great success of their October
mectings owing to the intellizent and sympathetic guestions which have been put
by their andiences, The people in the neighbourhood of Prince of Wales Road
have bhegan to take considerable interest in their meetings, and though Wayland
offers the custoniry opposition, he is not histened to with the former reverence.,
The dwellors inthe sloms and back streets of Camden Town no longer believe
their wretchednes< to he an outeome of the drink trathe,” nor see in *thrift o
the only remedy,  In Rerent’s Park every Sunday afternoon the red banner of
the St Pancras comrades has been surronnded by attentive erowds, who have also
testified svinpathy with the speakers. Two of the South London comrades,
Blackwell and Casey, came up to help at these anectings and were rewarded by
Iarge andiences. Sunday October 12th, ¢ Morton closed for the present the
Hyde Park mectines, which owing to distance and the shortness of dayvhght had
become inconvernvnt, But on the morning of that day Comrade Netlson held a
HM—LH;{ Fiow § b dar<t Yimme it S Paneras Arehies, There have also been ;_:‘Hufl
mectings heldbon Havaps<tead Heath, Material results of above  eizht guires of
Frecdom ~obl andd conn]l collections made,

Eoaxt Loovdoor Coommnagist- tuarchist ¢ronp have heen very busy in Vietora
Park and othor plivce-, S Tith, Davis spoke on = Crimme and Panishment & to
alargre ad interested an trenes, B Hardinges cupporting, There was a large siale ot
Freedom avid the - Ant-Statist Manifesto, 5 Sept. 20st, Harding and Paves i the
mornine acldressed aomeetinge 1o Jeremahe Street, Limcehouase, o ® Anarclitsin,
and distribated the Labowr Lear, and in the afternoon held forth on the satne
subject in Victoria Park, Here a Social Democerat dented the Post Ottice as betnygs
the tdeal for which he worked, but declared that it contained the principles for

whiieh b iy Sept, G8 g Harding delivered a woell thought-out address on
“\What @ Government can do, and October Sth, Miss Lupton also addressed i
meeting i Victoria Park, This Group have adopted the castom of announctiig
the subpect of their acldresses hy means of ashow-card, which they find of great

value and assistanes i attracting an audience.

Sovth Loondon Anarclhist-Communist Growp have beoun their course of lectures
at the 'rogvessive Club, 122 Kennington Road, North Lambeth,  Sunday Oct.
12, Kropotkine opened on  Anarchist Communism ™ to a good audience who
asked gae<tions. Thewr interest in our comradde’s elogquence was further testified
by the purchase of 70 copies of  Freedom and a collection of 7= 6d. towards de-
fraving cost of handbills and the rent of hadl,

South DPlace (Chaprl, Sunday afternoon, Oct. 19th.  Kropotkine addressed an
immense andience on * Siberia” By means of a large map, which he himself had
drawn, the lecturer enabled his interested listeners to comprehend the dreary
]t‘ﬂ;;‘ﬂ: (of W N 1:‘.‘1::!14-!] h_\. the wretehed victins of Russian tyrianny to thaeir ]1]:11'1‘
of exile. The leeture was full of interesting and graphie deseriptions geographical
and cthnoraphaeal, andd humonr was not left out when Kropotkine told how the
Russian oo e-nddishel colonies by setting up poles soanany miles apart, or
how the onic v b s ta pmnish aw unjnst governor for repeated acts of anhu-
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manity was to flog him by misfake, which was not done, or to set him over a
more submissive province, which was.  Freedom sold out. In fact there were too

few of our paper 1in evidence. One comrade vs she could have sold at least a
hundred, which we can readily believe, seeiny how many copies were sold to
Fabian admirers the Friday evening before at Bloomsbury Hall.  Comrades who

are 1n the habit of selhing Freedom, 1f unable to atten  so important i gathering
as this at South Place Chapel, might try to send substitotes,

Anarchist League (Individualist). — Sunday Oct. 12, Albert Tarn lectured before

the Commonweal Branch of the Socialist Leacue on ** The Case for Anarchy.”

A lively discussion followed, ecspeclally on the question of private ownership and
free competition.
PROVINCES -

Manchester has ‘sent two reports, One f m sympathisers in the Socialist
League, which savs that a vigorous Anarchist propaganda has been carried on for
the last few weeks 1n Manchester and district.  There are meetings every Sunday
at St. Philips Park in the morning; Stevenson Square, afternoon ; and Higher
Chatham Street, at night ; whilst on week nights they lecture at the New Cross
and at Middleton, Blackley and Crumpsell, their gospel being the Rights of man
and the Consciousness of his power. The speakers have been Mowbray of London,
Bullas and Hall of Shetheld, Reeves of Liverpool, Cores and Samuels of Leeds,
besides the local lecturers Barton, Stockton Bailie and Scott : and all their propa-
ganda has been * thoroughly anarchist and revolutionary.” The police tried to
suppress the meetings held at Higher Chatham Street, two comrades were sum-
moned and fined, but persistence and defiance carried the day and the Chief
Constable allowed the meetings after giving our comrades a gratuitous advertise-
ment.  Our second correspondent is a member of a Jewish Club of which the
majority are Anarchists, the rest ¢ Kaiser Wilhelm Socialists.” The members of
this Club are persecuted by their fellow-religionists. They have invited the Chief
Rabbi to an open debate on ** Socialism @ Heligion,” but he has not yet accepted.

Norwieeh comrades say they are sadly in want of some able speakers : but never-
theless t,ln*_\' seem to be hrﬂ:ling tngvt-htrr, 1]{‘H]Jit{? the pvrse{‘utiﬁn of Pﬂl]""]ﬁ}'f’rﬂ,
who unmercifully boycott anyone bold enough to declare his opinions.  We hope
for more news in the next communication.

Dundee had a visit from Comrade Duncan of Aberdeen, Sept, 20th and 21st ; he
was accompanted by a Social-Democratic friend, and both made vigorous speeches
i the Hall of the S.D.F. and in the open-air, besides singing some revolutionary
songs.  Duncan spoke on the  Universal Strike,” and has promised to deliver an
address on * Anarchy " next time he visits Dundee. He has already lectured on
that subject in Aberdeen, but in the report of 1t given in ( ommonmneal his namae
was not mentioned. Comrade Cameron takes care to introcuce Anarchisin as
much as possible into all the Jectures given at the Hall. For which we thank him.

(vlasgon reports that propaganda is dull and that even Commonneal sells poorly
there, but to a few Freedom is a welcome friend every month. Perhaps with the
increased size of our paper our welcome in Glasgow may increase too.

— —

Comrades and friends are requested to send communications for use wn this column
not later than the third nweek of every month.
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NOTIOESR.

St Pancras Communist- Anarchist roup will hold meetings on Wednesdays
at 8 p.m, in Prince of Wales Road, Kentish Town, near ** Mother Shipton ”; and
on Sundays at 3 p.ini. in Regent's Park, A discussion organised by them will be

held on Monday Nov. 17th, at 8.30 p.m., at the Autonomie Hall, 6 Windmill Street,
lTottenham Court Road.

Fast London Communist-Anarchist Group will hold meetings on Sundays at
11.30 a.m. outside the South London Station, "Hoxton, and at 3.30 p.m. 1n
Victoria Park.

South London Communist-Anarchist (/roup will hold a meeting to commemorate
the legal murder of the Chicago Anarchists, Sunday Nov. 9th, at the Lambeth
Progressive (lub, 122 Kennington Road, S.E., and on Snnday Nov. 23rd, Walter
Neilson will lecture for this group at same address on * The Ethics of a Work-
man.’  Admission free and discussion invited.

Anarchist League (Individualist) will hold meetings on Sundays in Victoria
Park, at 11.30 a.m. ;: and discussions in the Autonomie Hall, 6, Windmill Street,
Tottenham Court Road, at 8.30 p,m.

The Cosmopolitan Llesearch Association meet every Wednesday, at 8.30, at Tem-
perance Bar, 46, Wharfdale Road, King’'s Cross, for the discussion of all questions
which affect working men’s interest.  All inquiries, address Secretary, C, Grason,
22, Middlesex Street, Euston Road,

Manchester.-— A mecting will be held at the Hall of the Socialist League, 60,
Grosvenor Street, All Saints, Sunday Nov., 9th, to commemorate the Chicago
Martyrs. A series of discussions will be held by this branch of the League at
the above addiess during the winter months,

Comrade Kropotkine will lecture Nov. 16th, at Ancoats Brotherhood, Man-
chester ; Nov, 17th, at Lelcester; Nov., 23rd, at Bristol; Nov. 256th, at Mechanies’
Institute, Plyvmouth ; Jan. 9th, at Avr, N. B, Other lectures might be arranged
in North Briton if those interested in arranging them would communicate with
us next month,
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ideas amongst our fellow workers in the factory and 1 the street, so
that such a foul deed as that committed by the capitalists of Chicago
may never be possible agiaan, so that when men stand forward on behalf
of the workers' cause they may have the strength of the workers behind
them. 1 will conclude by (uoting a passage from a letter addressed by
Parsons to a friend a few days before his execution. ‘‘ Have | one
more wish 7 Yes I have one. It is that you will never tire in advo-
cating the principles of Anarchism, that you will never cease from
attacking the present system of society until the Social Revolution has
heen accomplished.”

HHexky Davis ( Fast London (:l‘nlill).

We commoemorate the death of our Chicago comrades as a protest,
heeause they dud not even have that amount of fuirness whieh s meted
out to other prisoners.  But it is not merely as a protest against the
injustice of the fate that we hold this meeting. It 15 also because
they vorced the workers” grievances m almost the best possible manner
that they could be voiced todayv.  Revenge 1s a bad thing, no matter
from whom or from where it springs. Revenge ought not to be fos-
tered in the breast of any man or woman, no wmatter what may be the
wrong. It is net then in order to invoke vengeance that this meeting
is el hut to vree the necessity of taking up the work where our dead
friends have been compelled to leave at oft. 'The best way to com-
memorate their deaths 15 to help to bring about that Social Revolution
for which they Iived and died. ITnoour comrades’ deaths history only
repeats itsell Men have suflered before not only for therwr
political opitdons bt for their rehigtous opinons. Years ago, centuries
aco, the ki need to rule and used to reign supreme.  He would often
cxecute even with his own hand., To day the monarch rules no longer,
althourh Lie or she mayv appear as a figure-head. Something far more
powerful vules cand that thing s democratic government, the rule of the
teous wajority, which almost always means the manority.
The Govermuent with its cumbrous machiery s brought mto play no
longer by the King exclusively, but at the wishes of the landlord,
capitalist and usnrer.

Hive we progressed ?

OILCe 1110,

50 -Cadloedd rae

Y es, along the hme of education we have,
alone the hne of evolution we have, but inso taras we have government,
i so far as we ave compelled, we have not progressed and we are not
procre-— e Lam afvaad there s aspiat of coercion abroad among a
large naaher of people to day and T will go so far as to say that 1t 1s
throueh this spiit of coercion that our comrades had to die.  What
sort of arder 15 1t that must be mamtianed by eapitalist government ?
These men were {old that 1t was 1 the interest of society, 1n the
intere~t of ow and osder; that they were to be stopped 1n thenr advocacy
of Anarclhi-in, Foirce 1s an unrighteous thing, unless it be the force ot
persuaston, cducation or logie.  The eapitalists could not stand before
men of the tvpe of our comrades because they had not the necessary
force of lome.  HHence the next best, or worst, thing to do was to hang
them.  In this country they have not goue quite so far. They only
lock people up, but there 1s no doubt the hanging will come later on.

If tho~c men could speak, they would say do not speak so much ot us
as per=ons as of the cause we had at heart,  liet us then speak of
Anavchism {51 which they gave up thewr lives.  For they did give wp
thenw hves. It they had recanted they might be hving yet, but they
preferired to dhe For the principles for which they had hived, rather than
live di- hionoured comongst men.  Anarchism 1s the doetrine of lLiberty
atd persuasion. No one has a right to force another to do anything
simply because, s our enemtes say, we are all imperfeet.  You have no
right to he coverned by other people, you have a right to be free. We
Anarchi-ts sav No government, no coercion, democratic or otherwise.
We will have Freedom,  Buat what freedom have we do-day 7 Kven as
[ stand hore 1T hear the news that Mrs. Parsons, wife of one of our
murdered comrades, has been arrested for taking part in o meeting such
as this. This s under the free stars and stripes of Ameriea, where
democraey has reached 1ts pimnacle. Had our comrades thrown that
bowb or caonsed that bomb to be thrown it could scarcely have been
wordered at. Why 7 Because that same week even hittle school chil-
dren were shot down by the revolvers ot the police - America, because
men were batoued merely for asking for a higher wage and a few less
hours of Iabour. The pohee came forward without any right, without
any legahity even, and shol down these men and broke their heads.
But the State wituesses proved that our comrades were entirely inno-
cent ; and yvet they were hanged. Why?  Because 1t was said that
Anarchy wis on trd. I you would preserve our society hang these
men, said Grmnell the prosecuting attorney.

We have Tost a number of earnest and good men ; yet had they had
a thousand hives eachinstead of one, they could not have done more
work tor Aunarchism than by dymge for it as they did. When our turn
comes, when we stand before the bar of so-called justice, when we are
asked to give a reason for our opinion, when we have a false charge
fastened upon us as was the case of our comrades, may we meet it as
bravely and as nobly as they did.

3

.. MALATESTA (tl'ﬂ,nslat{"d fl"()m the Itn]i&ln).

Three years ago all those people 1n the world who have a heart were
horritied to hear that tour Anarchists had been hanged in Chicago, for
the crune of loving the people and working for their emancipation.
Thercby the middle class showed their ferocity. They wished to save
themsclves by shedding innocent blood. l.et us speak no more of
moderation, of pacific means, the capitalists are ready to do anything to
prolong then own capitalistic existence.  We must reply to their
cannon and their gibbets by a violent revolution. Lt us honour the
martyrs of Chicago. Let us honour those who have died for humanity.

FREEDOM.
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They have rendered noble service to the cause; for a cause which 18
consecrated by its martyrs 1s ready for victory. Sceptics may smile,
cowards may deny our dead, but we honour them, vecause we are pledged
to make their programme triumph or to perish ourselves.

Cuarves Morton (St. Pancras Group).

We are met here to-night to commemorate the death of our comrades,
but we think particularly of that better part of them, that part that
Spies spoke of when he told the judge that the anarchism he believed 1n
was a part of himself, that he could not divest himself of it if he would.
And that better part of Spres lives 1 us all to-day. It hives in our
discontent, in the desire that all people have to get a better and brighter
existence than we have to-day.  We do not mourn over the death of
our comrades, because we know that their deaths gave a great 1mpetus
to our cause. We know that they willingly gave up their lives for
their anarchist prineiples. We Anarchists point out “this fact, and we
take up the work where 1t was wrested from them. They now lie in
theiwr graves, but we have the knowledge that their persecutors have
not been able to stop the work that they had in hand. We now gladly
take 1t up and 1t 1s mmpossible to trample 1t out. As fast as you
trample 1t out 1m one direction, 1t springs up 1n another, because the
conditions which exist to-day render 1t 1mpossible for people to live
decent lives.  And while you have this cancer 1n society all your miser-
able, petty political reforms are of no use. They are simply putting
plaisters] upon a deep and strong social cancer which must be cut
out. A mere struggle for an extra penny an hour snnply means a per-
petuation of the system which exists to-day.  You cannot alter the
present system by perpetuating wage-slavery.

We gladly take up the work that our comrades died for. Wo are
olad to know that we have the privilege of belonging to such a noble
cause as that of these men of (hicago. They were not heroes, they
were humanibemngs who could not hive 1mn such a society as this.  They
were crushed out by the vice and misery around them. What tho
workers have got to recognise to-day 1s that the private property which
denies them a deecent existence can only be protected by government,
and that once you have tuken away from the individual landlord and
capitalist the executive force of government, you have made him simply
as one of the most ordinary beings in this hall. When once that execu-
tive force 1s got rid of, then will true trecdom begin. Why? Because
in a society where government ceases to exast there will be but one
prevailing 1dea, one prevailing interest, that 1s the one common interest
of all in mmaking each other happy. Too many words on such an occa-
sion as this are not altogether i1n place, therefore 1 shall in conclusion
simply state that we here know perfectly well that the workers cannot
get rid of the misery under which they suffer to-day by sending this or
that individual to parliament. We Anarchists know very well that
you cannot vote out the people who are hving upon your hard work.
What you have to do 1s not to send anybody to parhhament, bLecause
parlinment is an institution organised for the purpose of filching the
results of our lubour and doimg away with our responsibility. Diréctly
you trust your destiny in the hands of anybody else, you have lost your
independence, you have lost all_equality, and 1f you want people to look
down upon you, you have only to go cringing to them for help. 't’his
is what our comrades taught and this 1s why they were murdered. 1
would eall the attention of enthusiastic Radicals to the fact that theve
in America the Radical 1dea 1s realised. Whatever government labels
itself its object 1s the same. When you bhave swept away private pro-
perty in all that 1s necessary to human hte, you have swept away gov-
erninent, because govermment only exists to protect private property.

l.ovise MiIicneL (transluted fromn the French).

It 1s a sign of our times, that death for liberty has become the thing
of all others which people will meet together to celebrate, rather than
any festival. Those who have come here to-night to commemorate our
martyrs are some, let us hope, who will themselves one day be ready to
suffer for the same cause. In the beginming of all heroiec ages the
reformers are fired, not only with 1ndifference to death, but even with
the 1dea of glorifying death ; that death which 1mplies destruction to
the mmiquities of the old world. 1In all the legendary traditions of the
world is found the fundamental 1dea of Prometheus bound to the rock
for the crime of desiring light for men. As 1n the ancient myths the
heroes fought with and conquered monsters and dragons, so must the
workers take the power into their own hands and proclaim the triumph
of the Rights of Man. While the old, worn-out world 18 crumbling 1nto
chaos, the young, new world is fouming itself amid ruin and destruction.
The length of time that we shall have to continue holding such meet-
ings of protest as this depends upon the attitude taken by the govern-
ments of the world.  The more the governments oppress the people, —
the worse they are, - the faster the work will go, for the patience of
their human cattle is coming to an end. The more unbearably human
cowardice 1s scourged by tyrants, the sooner will the moment of liberty
arrive.  For that reason, scaffolds and gibbets bring more fruit than
platforms can ever do. It is not only for the sake of the Chicago mar-
tyrs that we meet tonight; 1t 1s for the sake of those of France,
Russia, Germany and all the world. 1t 1s for the coming martyrs too ;
for it seems there 1s a desire to make haste to fling one’s life 1n the
teeth of corrupted society. We give our thanks to the English nation,
which stands alone as the refuge of exiles and cannot be persuaded by
foreign governments to give them up. Revolutionists are those mem-
bers of humanity in whom the sense of justice 18 strongest —1t is they
who are the judges of the wrongs of society and will remain so until
these wrongs are done away with.
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Y anowsky (Knights of Liberty, Anarchist Group.)

After relating the events of the drd and4th of May ’'86, said :-It 1,
evident then that the bourgeoisie of Chicago meant to “go” for the
workers for having the “impudence” to demand a reduction of their
hours of toil.  They waited for an opportumty, which they found 1n
the 4th of May. Seven of their guardians had been killed after at-
tacking a workmen’s meeting,-no matter by whom,-they would have
their revenge! Their rage was fearful, and they cried: “hang them!”

But theysoon solved thedithiculty : they dont mind the body of the work-
ers or rather they must have it,--but they cant allow their wealth produ-
cers to possess any heart or mind; that 1s too dangerous for their abomin
able and merciless exploiters. And so eight of the best men were
picked out,--the heart, the soul, the minds ot the workers were taken in
the clutches of the capitalist monster brute.  Five were slain, and three
thrown into prison, the bourgeois class thinking foolishly they had
killed their cause with them. But the truth s, the ideal of the martyrs
was already in the air and no mortal being could destroy it.  The best
way to form an idea of the principles these men gave their hves for, 1s
to observe each in his turn, those who joined in the chorus “ Hang the
Anarchists.”  First, the state representatives called out, Hang then,
for they knew there was no roomforrulersin A narchy; thecapitalists called
loudly, Hang them ; for they knew there was no chance for exploita-
tion, for grinding men, women and children down,im Anarchy; the
priests bawled, Hang them, for they knew there was no place for
religious humbug in Anarchy; Henry George, who once posed as a
friend of the workers but soon aftter turned traitor, jommed 1 the
chorus, for he conceived there was no place for demagogues and traitors
in Anarchy ; aud lastly, C. T. V. Powderley, the “ Grand Master Work-
man,’ brayed, Hang'em, for he knew there was no room for place
hunters in Anarchy. Briefly, the 1deal of the Chicago martyrs was
true freedom, true equality, and true happiness for all.  The realisation
of this ideal 1s approaching by leaps and bounds; and nothing could help
on the cause more than these commemorations of the 11th of Nov. Here
the speaker referred to an incident he had come across that day, at the
Lord Mayor’ Sshow. Some generours capitalists were throwing half-
pennies in the street, and appeared to be enjoying the sport of seeing
how the miserable and wretched human beings were fightiug each other
and knocking each other down, in order to catch a half-penny.  Well,
the speaker concluded, let us do our utmost, each one of us, to help on
the cause of Anarchy, when such “ noble sports” will be a thing of the
past, and all will be free and happy.

Walter Neilson (St. Panceras Group.)

W e contend that Anarchy is the true order. What 1s 1t that causes disorder
to day ? what is it that causes strife between man and man to day ?

It it the existence of government, the existence of law, the existence
of monopoly. Itisthese things that we are seeking to get rid of we point
out at that government of one man by another 1s bound to cause
strife.

We belive that each individual should stand on his own responsibility,
should be a sovering unto himself, and that no man should rule or govern
him, because he is the best judge of his own actions.  You are told that
the people are bad and wicked, and that it 18 necessary that government
should exist in order to control them. But 1 putit to you, do vou re-
quire laws to compel you to act in a social spirit towards your neighbour?
W hen the advocates of government are asked this question “Oh no they
say 1 am quite prepared to act socially towards my fellows.”  But,
friends, they will tell you — they are so presumptuous as to tell you -
that there is a bad vicious class of people 1n the cast end of London that
must be governed. Isat so¢

Anvyone who tries to understand the principles of Anarchism mvariably
comes to the same conclusion; that government 18 not necessary.  (ov -
ernment is only necessary where you have mequahity. It is necessary
to-day if the present system 18 to be mammtained. We tell our fellow-
workers that there is no necessity why they should be governed, that
vovernment 1s their enemy, that it 18 because of the existence of govern-
ment that the capitalist and landlord classes are able to live upon the
workers. And it is because we tell our fellow workmen, that every gov-
ernment in the world is against us, and does 1ts level best to prevent
the propaganda of our ideas. But the governments cannot doit. They
tried to do it in Chicago, but they did not succeed. When our comrades
were murdered 1887, there was not sucn a thing as an Enghsh Anar-
chist party, but to-day what do we li‘il{d ¢ T_hat Smlth Place (_Jlm,]w], 1)
large hall in the centre of Commercialism, 1s filled with Enghsh Anar-
chists, and their foreign brethren. What for% To help to spread the
very doctrines that the United States g{.w_ermnent killed our Comrades
for. They maykill the Christsof the Anarchist party, but that will not stop
the spread of A‘haﬁﬁy, because the deciples are ready to stand up at the
street corners and preach the doctrine. We are prepared to go for-
ward and preach the same ideas; to spend our lhives 1n trying to bring
about a better system of society than obtains at present. 1t 1s no dille-
tante matter with us. We dont mix up with this because 1t 1s pieasant
recreation. It is our lives blood. We know that at the present time
we have to suffer every hour that we hive. Peter Kropotkin, who
should have been here to night,1s unable to come. Why; owimg to
the tyrannical treatment that has been meted out to hun by the Rus-
sian Government and the republic in France. They between them
have shattered his constitution, because he stood up for the people,
because he dared to stand up and say in the face of the world that he
was on the side of the poor and the despised; that he meant to spend
his life in trying to make things easier for the working classes. For
this reason he was persecuted, for this reason he was l'm-nl:%lmd from
his native land, for this reason he was put into French prisons.  But

=

e

the cause of Anarchism has grown too great now to be put down by
any persons. Where three years ago in England the Anarchists might
have been counted on the fingers of your right hand, today there are
hundreds and hundreds of Anarchists in London, Anarchists who know
that they have comrades in every large centre in England.  And to-
night commemorating as we do the death of our Comrades in Ameriea,
we earnestly appeal to the spirit of Anarchism to give us as much
courage, as much determination to live for the glorious principles which
we profess; as has been vouchsafed to our Comrades to die for them.

J. Casey (South London Group).

“ Do you think that this trial will be settled by mv strangalation and
that of my colleagues ¢ 1 tell you that there is a greater verdict vet to
be heard of.”  These words, predicting that the toilers of the “world
would yet declare i favour of Anarchy, were hurled by Parsons in the
teeth of his unjust judges in Chicago three years ago. It depends on
each individual one of us agssembled here to-night to eelebrate the Anni-
versary of the legal murder of Parsons and his fellow Anarchsts,
whether this meeting shall be the beginning of that oreat verdict in
England. There 1s, however, one condition absolutely essential to make
this commemoration worthy of the heroes who so nobly gave up their
hives for the cause of humanity ; and that condition 15 the determination
to do all 1in our power, each one according to his or her opportunity and
resources, to realise the aims ot our comrades ; otherwise our assembling
here to-mght wonld be an insult rather than an honor to their memory.
Remember that these men had but one aim and object in lite, namely
the realisation of liberty -and liberty, as Parsons said, 1s the end of
anthority, of government, and of statute laws.  Mere hero-worship
would be utterly repugnant to them. Living, they devoted themselves
with entire single mindedness of purpose to the propagation of the prin-
ciples of Anarchy and dead, it would be an insult to their memory to
come together on the anmiversary of their brutal murder by the gm:m'n—
g classes of America, with any other object than to assist in the
endeavour which we, Anarchists, are making to abolish covernment, and
as a consepuence, tyranny and slavery.  Remember the words of (thrist,
‘““ So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, T will
spew thee out of my mouth.”  The contempt and scorn conveved by
these bitter, burning words must be the portion of those who come to
these anniversary meetings unbued with a vague feeling of svimpathy
with the martyrs of Chicago, but refusing to openly and avowedly
declare themselves Anarchists. 1t 1x, therefore, to be hoped tlhat this
1mmense meeting, being the first distinetly Anarchist celebration in
London of the martyrdom ot our Chicago comrades, will mark a distinet,
epoch 1 the spread of Anarchy in KEngland, which 1s the only real way
of honouring their memory. Anvthing else would be but a sham and
a mockery,

Yanowsky referred to the part, the disgraceful part taken by Henry
George, to his eternal infamy be 1t remembered; 1 the savace capitalistic
cry for the blood of the Chicago Anarchists.  And 1, as an lrishman,
recall with bitter shame and indignation, the mfamous conduct of the
Irish so-called National Press-a ¢ reptile press 7 it ever there wos one-
1n reference to the brutal attacks ot the police of Chicago on the workers
on strike during the days of May, 1886, After the throwuie of the
bomb 1in the mudst of the armed suppressors of free speech aond free
meeting, a cablegram stated that the bomb-thrower was an  Trvishman,
a statement that was at once mdignantly repudiated by the capitalistic
Irish National newspapers.  Nay, they even trivmphantly boasted yes,
boasted--that the police who attacked the peaccable and orderly Hay-
market meeting were mostly Irnishmen ! Remember that those Chicago
police were acting 1in a precisely similar wav--except that then conduet
was far more brutal and infamous--tothatot the police who arve hived hy the
English government to suppress free speech and free mecting in Lreland,
and that the perjured evidence that satisfied o packed jury o Chicago
was worked up ¢ close to the wind " atter the worthy model of James
Kllis French, head of the detective departanent i lreland under the
(tladstonian government.  The explanation of this appavent imcon-
sistencey on the part of the Irish National pressas that while ("hicago
the meetings were assemblages ot oppressed workeirs to protest acainst
the degradation and misery caused by capitalism, im Ireland the sup-
pressed meetings were for the middle-class purpose of  changinge  the
forms of landlordism, and giving political power to the capitalists,
shop-keepers and gombeen-men ; o that capitalisin and  gombeenism
might have freer scope to develop on the congenial foundation of cheap
labour.

It has been pointed out to vou that democratic covernments are not
one whit less tyrannical than any of the forms of autocratic rule, and
the murder of our Chicago comrades by the demociatic covernment of
America 15 an  object  lesson o contfirmation  of the  statement.
Democeracy 1s only a form ot government, and 1t 1< the mherent and
inevitable nature of government to be tyranmiead. A< mankind pro-
aressed 1 enhightenment, the more naked forms of tyveanny were
Il‘lil]lll““i"?{l s t]lﬂ 0]!111‘(‘."{5('{1 IH*l'iIllll‘ {'H“H{'i““H “f 1]11‘ i‘IlI‘I'i'H.‘HI.H“, ﬂn(l
those forms of government that were supposed to be most efficacious; i
accordance with the altered spirit of the times; 1 bhodimge the people to
the inherent evils of the thimg -covernment itselt stih=ti1ituted.
The coverning classes gave up the shadow of arbitrary power the more
effectually to retain the substance.  So ot s with democracy to-dayv.
The hypocritical anxiety to secure the © welfare of the majority 7 serves
to delude the people, though in reahity “majority rule ™ 18 the wilest
form of tyranny; ¢ Give us Barrabbas)” eries the majority, and in all
ages the Christs of the minority--as happened to our Chicago comrades--
are led to the cross, the stake and the seaffold. Tt s onlyv hy the
realisation of what is iz plied by the phrase “neither god nor master”
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the oppressed wage-slaves of to-day secure for themselves that moral, of both meetings. An out-door meeting was algo held in the morning
intellectual and physical freedom without which life is not worth living.  on this same Sunday, in Russell Square, and addressed by Barclay,

Before 1 conclude 1 ghould like to draw your attention to one or two  Chambers, and Pearson, the latter replying to several questions asked
incidents and characteristies of this meeting, and to emphasise the by the audience,

lessons to be drawn from them. Anarchists may be described as people Hull.
who have discarded all conventionality, and corsequently we have had On Monday, Nov. 10th, & large meeting was held at the Sailors
no chairman here to-nmight.,  But has this immense meeting been dis- Institute, Hull, Sketchley, Pearson (London Freedom Greup), and

orderly in consequence of the absence of the governmental “ Mr. Qpiith were the speakers. Our comrades at Hull worked hard to make
Chairman,” or that most absurd fraund, “ Citizen Chairman.”  On the hig meeting a success and although very little Anarchist propaganda
contrary, the meeting has been more orderly and more harmonions than g heen done in Hull, they were rewarded by a large audience.  'The
if we had a chairman authortatively laying down the law for our  }a11 was nearly filled with strangers, and the speakers were received
guidance. ‘The result of the absence of government here to-might 1s on ith continual applause.  Tnere is a good field for Anarchist propa-
a smaller scale what the absence of government would be 1 society, It randa in Hull,
1s Anarchy i mmature.

The absence of our choir, too, teaches a lesson urging us on to the
destruction of our present svstem of socrety. Some of the members

Norwich.
Monday, Nov. 10th, a meeting 1 commemoration of our Chicago

‘ . ’ i
. | comrades was held at St. Augustine’s School. Comrades Oldham
ocould not attend beeause thev had to work late.  No matter how :
e , : _ : (Manchester), Mowbray (Lmulun) Headly and Mis Headly, Brightwell
willing and anxious people may be to-day to contributo to the enjoy- 1
| - g —— ¢ and two other comrades from Yarmouth were l)lt‘bt‘llt. Comrade
ment and pleasure of ther fellow-bemngs, they are unable to do so

Poynts acted as chairman, and opened with a brief account of the
(Chicago affuir.  Comrade Oldham followed, and paid a noble trbute
to these men, for what they had suffered.  Mowbray was the next
speaker and de]lu red a very forcaible speech, pointing out the unsel-
fish devotion to the Cause which these comr: ult}s {llh]rlu)(‘tl and dwell-
g upon each of the speeches dehivered by them i Cowrt, as pl: unly
- | ‘ _ : indicating  their noble aspirations.  On Saturday evening an open-ar

During the mecting the following telegrams were received and read mecting was held on the Haymarket. when the audience were addressed
out :“Wish vou successtul meeting. Hureah for Anarchy T Norwich upon  the Chicago  Mant yrs. Sunday  afternoon a very large open-air
Freedom Gronp, - L ““l““““*”\ crectings from comrades me Hull, meeting was held m the Market Place, where we iliH]II::I\'t‘fl a large red
Let the voiee of the poople be heard. Vive FPAnarvelne B “lash banner, with two Phrygum caps on each pole, draped with black, and
comrades join with vou i honorimge the memory of the Chicago martyrs ., aring the following words, "Chicago Martyes.  Their silence is —

owing to the grinding and exhausting torl necessary to gain a bare and
wretched snbsistance for themselves and thewr famihies. Tt s only n
an Anarchist commnnist svstem of soctety that people will be able to
contribute to the pleasure and happiness of themr fellow-bemgs without
requiring anvthing in return for  what would be a  natural and
spontancous outeome ob a tree socral lite.

and m oworkines for the realization of thenswdeal. Dublin .7 poOwe lilll than speech: “““dh forr Ansieliv”  Uoinrule W Moore

The mecting was closed by the singing of the Mavseillaise and Care- opened  with o short speech, giving a {li‘H(‘l“ilitiHll of cach of the men
mavnole to bnehi-h words | and to the me lody of these stirring, revolu- 00 was followed by (. W. Mowhray, who told the audience the homb
tionary strains the enthusiastic aud orderly crowd  streamed from the was thirown  midone dly by a [Hlli{‘t; spy. It has never been proved
hall.  CF 012 Owas collected towards the expenses, that 1t was thrown by .111}: of these ll;ti‘ll, and they were advowedly

hanged for the primaples they behieved i, for bemg Anavehists and
for nothimg more ov less. J. Kmerv spoke next.  He began with the
words,” Therr silence 15 more powertul than speech)” and went on to
Loxpon Locan MepriNes, explaim the objects of the Chieago Anarchists. The meeting was bronght
to a clese, by three hearty cheers from the aundience for our noble com -
rades.  In the evening an open-air meeting  was held when  reference
was again made to this subject by ’\luw};my and Kmery, thus bringing

Five local meetines were also organsed by the London Communst
Anarehist Groups.

A commemorative mectingorganiscd by the St PanerasGroup was held
at the Hall of the Seodimavian Club, Rathbone Place, W.C. on Thursday Lo .,1.'(:'11):-«13 these menm_nm ation ”Wf‘““gﬂr “}”Ll_’ ]"_‘“_’ ]’“ Sl [ e
cessful, and sympathetiee. A proctical proot. of this 15 being the way
the audience have contrbuted to the ecollections, and  purchased
the literature which was on sale. The Norwich comrades can con-
cratulate themselves, upon the sure if slow way m which the Cause

Nov. 6th. 1t was an awtul mght and the hall was only pantially fitled.
Nevertheloss the meeting was not unsuceesstul, T'he speeches  whieh
were given by Casev, Monsh, Peason) Netlson and Gundersen, weve at-
tentively Li~tened to and nlrlr]:lllth*{l. A collection of 4 9 was made. : _

[n the Hall of the Berners St Working Men’s Club, a Meeting op- 17 895 01
canised by the Hast Fad and St Panceras Groups, was held on 3 dtlllll iy

r1 o (* - - . | T - - i "\ i - b
i L1 - A B l h'l' .:.‘\ A 11;\{ [ l.qn i »
Nov, 8th.  acellent S]IeeC hes were made 1}\" N e1lson, (Case Y, and 11. i \USE )| {ESTER

Davis i Enehsh and by Wess, Yanovsky and Kahan in Yide ll*--ll The Mainchostor Canpades widte:

audience. which crowded the Hall to excess, enthusiastically cheeved ¢y i1 0 to the weather we have been unable to do much outdoor propa-

each ?'*IIJt'HI{.l‘l'. A collection was nde :llll{}lllilill}f Lo ]“, b :r;”ul;: but our indoor course of lectures has commenced for the winter.
Sonth London Anarehist Communist Group 311 Sunday Nov. 2 nd Comrade Scott lectured on © Poverty. lTts Cause

A imlx cood mceceting to commemorate the lt**f:t] murder of the and Ull]‘(‘,” tOy i f:iil'l}’ ]m.g{.“m]i““ﬁn and there was some Hlig]lt d1s-
Chicigo An; vehints was held under the anspices ot the above group,  Legion. On the followinge Friday a discussion 1 the Club on™ Revol-
it tlu North Faonbeth Precgvessive Clab, 1220 Kennmgton Road, S.L. lltiillhll'y Warfare: which ended 0t he cenernl ngreement of all present
on Sunday the Nov, Oth at 8 pang, Davis) Casev) Mellinger, Marsh, Vvicorons revolutionary action as the ‘m]} means of  destroying our
Bliackwelll cd Bockendee addressed the meceting. present soc iety.  Nov. Oth A vood meetine was held at the € Tub to cele-
Autonomie Claub, Waindnndl St W Co 0 Ancexcellent meeting was held 3 i edeath of o © \l.nt\]h 15, l“]w Barton, Scott, and Kennedy,
O1) Hllllﬂlill‘s', Nov, Uth.oin the above club to commemorate the death CAVEe ) acconnt of thernr di .llh and asked :l” tO htll\t* h,r thoe H{)iltty of

of ouwr Chicioo conmrades. Louse Michel, Nerlson® Marsh, Mellingzer, huw]mn and hrotherhood for which they die:l. The following Sunday,

Borde-, wmd several other compades spoke. The speeches were - Ny [Gth, our comrade Kropotkin lectured at the New Ishngton Hall
terspen ~eddowath the singine of revolutionary songs and - the meeting to a voery larege andience, so that we held no meetings of our own. On
wound up with much enthustasime 17 Towas collected for the propa- ), fulh‘m'in;{ Monday we had a social evenmng at the Club to meet our
i comrade, which passed off very enthusiastically and suceesstully.  On
-~ 2 the Fridayv, an imteresting and  exeiting  discussion took  place on

MEL vt HELD BY VARTOUS SOCTALNT SOCIETTES. ‘Anarchy.  The usual objections about the mmpertfection of human

nature, &e. were hroueght forth, but fully answered, and the large
throu- houvt bLoudon and the Provioees were held by various Socal majority {'};111'1*:-1.%{*1} “'_““‘ acceptance of the A““”:]”Ht‘ VIEAVN, (-)1_1 the
it ic ]*,{Hlih 5 Tl wisies Lave donss  sende ke aiil b 231, H:t}'mmnl U'nwin lectured on ¢ Democracy’ to a good audience.

IR e It e 3 | e - There hias been a cood sale of hterature, and a good colleetion at all
Socialist Leacve, Two mectings, at Milton Hall and at Kay St ‘* i ’ ? | =

Besido- the abiove distinetive Xnavehist eelebrations; neay mieetim s

adical Club. onntry, at Manchester, Leeds and Yiermouth, Drigh- s ORISR : :
Radical Ciub. Comntiy,at Manchester, Leeds and ) h, Brigh- (o Bt tional Working Men's Clul
B e e I ‘ U 1 ‘ ; +Heoestor oriat ; Kitler Men s _

ton and Aberdeen.  Shetticld Sociahist Society, Dublin Socrahist So- SEREEL “‘_‘“t” nternationa TR LN ‘“lh‘ e . :
ciet v oot ]l Sueialist Fedvwation ot Edinbureh, Jdoint Soeialist A meeting was held on the November Oth., at this club, i the Jewish

! , J el 1™ !« d 4 . ( ] . \ . . A )
Moot st Raeteli < wt € bssuw ; quarier of the town. 'The hall wus quite tull, notwithstanding the
b S B Sy y oYk 8 S . : 1 . " N .

Rovonts Park miserable weather. The speeches were delivered 1 Yiddish to a most

MRS ~ i A .

attentive audience and were followed by an interesting discussion.

At the same Club a large Mass-meeting was held on November
the 16th to protest ztg-lilmt the conduct of the Chiet Rabbi
and Mr. Samuels, M.P., i hindering the EKast London Meetings
to protest against the persecution of Jews in Russia. Tt was crowded
and resolutions condemning the behaviour of these so called philan-
thropists, were enthusiastically passed.  The meeting  dispersed amid
<houts of “ Hurrah for Anarchy.”

An O} At conmnomotation was held m Rt';_[t'lilh P;ll'kj (11 Hlllul;t)’,
Nov. Oth, e vwhich some imdividual'st comrades took part,  Speakers,
Tarn, Milbura, Creen aond others,

CoUNTRY MEBTINGS.

.orcester,

This year tor the first tnne, meetings were beld here to connmemorate
the nnnder of the Chie AL0O \l.t.lt}h. On Sunday, Nov. 9th, a well-
attended nnetine was held at the Vine Street Radical Club, uL S L, o 1 o , | . 1
The speakers were Pearson (London Freedom Group) and (ﬂumlllunm_ ANOTHER NEW :\:\.:\l{(,l”bl P;\PI:JH_ |
The audience was enthusiastic throughout. A second meeting was held On the 15th Nov. was published in London  the fust number of
at the sione place, ot 630 the same evening, and again there was o good  “La Tribune libre” o Commuunistic anarchist journal m the French
cudicnce, who received points of the speakers (Barclay and Pearson)  language. Tt s a0 32 page octavo size; published at 26 Wuarren St
with applavses Ou T boster eompades were cratified with the cpirit Fitzroy Square. W,
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SOCIETY ON THE MORROW OF THE REVOLUTION.
Translated from the French of Jehan Le Vagre.

X.-THE MORAL INFLUENCE OF THE REVOLUTI1ON.
0

“Why should we occupy ourselves with what will happen to-morrow.
We have enough to do in taking our share in the present struggle with-
out considering what we shall do afterwards. Let us not waste any
time in musing over utopias whilst we are being crushed as we are now.
Let us first of all concentrate our ellorts against the existing society ;
when i1t 18 overthrown we will consider what has to be done further.”

This is one of the objections which have been made to our pro-
paganda.

As we have already said over and over again we have no intention to
create a new social system which 1s to be put into force on the day of
the revolution. If we had such an 1dea 1t would be guite reasonable to
reproach us with wasting our time. We do not even hesitate to say
that those who have such an intention are domg the work of reaction-
aries, for to attempt to create an organisation all complete for the
future society would simply be to tryv and hinder the course of its evo-
lution, to put a hhmt to progress, to try and prevent 1t going beyond the
ideas yvour own understanding bad been able to comprehend.

“TUH(‘]IH“PII;_{(‘ anyone to prove that we have ever siad or written any-
thing which would lead them to suppose that we ever had any such
idea.  Far from wishing to demonstrate what the future society ought
to be we desive to show thos» who contend that individuals would not
be able to asree with cach other m the absence of a governmental pow-
er that this authority on the contrary would be mjurious. We have
sought to show that society can ecasily arrange ats aflairs without the
various accessories which the anthortarians wish to force upon it.  We
have tried to make it clear that individuals would be able to aroup
themselves in order to supply ther various needs without any authority
being in existence amongst them.  T'he mdividuals themselves ought
to decide on the method of association which they may desive.

In a word we have tried to explain to our fellow workers what ought
not to be, what they ought to prevent bemng estabhished on the day of
the Revolution 1f they wonld make the revolution real and not merely
a change in the form of the fetters which bimd them as slaves to the
land and the machme.

The reason why we consider this discussion <o very useful is that if
the revolutions of the past have been pitiable failures; if the intriguers
have always been able to turn the victory to their own profit it is due to
the fact that the people have always been preoccupied with the struggle,
paying very little attention to the end for which they were fighting,
Certiunly they meant to establish Liberty and Wellbeing for all hut they
did not give much consideration to the forms undor which these things
could be obtained. They were told that a republic meant all sorts of felie-
ity and this satisfied them. They fought for the Republic, leaving to the
initinted the care of organising the state of Liberty aud Wellbeing, and
these took advantage of their trust to rivet on agmin the chains which hadd
been broken asunder. This ought not to happen any more. When the
people again go into the streets we hope they will know what they want,
and will not allow themselves to be led astray.

(Certainly 1t 1s very easy to say ¢ We will not concern onrselves about,
what 1s to ‘]mmu'n to-morrow, every day hasats task, let us exert our-
selves to destroy that which troubles us now ; we will et about the rest
later on.” \Vu‘]mlm our friends who take up this line of argument will
nermit us to say that it s not m this way that we shall make convineed
adherents to our views who will know what they want and will he inca-
pable of been turned out of their way by fine talkers. Tt 15 beecause re-
volutions are only made by the toree of 1dleas that we wish to clear
completely the ground om which we wish to fight, that we scek to remove
from our path the prejudices that hinder our forward march, aud try to
form o firm conviction in the minds of those whom we seek to convince.

[t is not desirable that in the next revolution the people should ‘he
moved by mere words, it 1s not desirable that under the epithet ¢ An-
archy” t‘lmy should be induced to swallow all sorts of systems, It s
important that the workers should know betorehand what they should
do during and after the fight — not that they should be enlichtened on
all points and in all details as to what should be done, that 1s impossible,
circumstances will guide them as to the neecssitiesZof the stiuggele - Tt
it is important that they should know all !lm!; they ought to guard
against if they want to prevent the victory shpping through thenr hands
again. 1t m the previous revolutions they were not sufliciently con-
cerned with what was to happen afterwards we will not fall into the
same error to-day. [t is important that the same mistakes should not
be made again, it is important that our ideas should be discussed
thoroughly elucidated so that the people will not agmin allow a state of
things to come into existence which would be the negation of the end
for which they will have been fighting. It 1s only when we know quite
well what we desire to do that we can make a good job of 1t.

We have the existing state of things which we must fight with all our
might. That is true and we recognise 1it, but 1 our propaganda there
is room for the energies of all, for those of every vanety of tempera-
ment. Let the impatient, those who burn to attack the existing organ-
isation of soctety and do not want to hear anything else spoken of| act
according to their temperament; we see nothing wrong m that nor shall
we ever be the last to applaud energetic action.  Moreover theoretical
propaganda can only be a useful help to them: indeed .it is iIndispensable.

But we regard the struggle from a wider point of view; we look upon
it in all phases and are led to the conclusion that to make such a tre-
mendous transformation as we desire there cannot be too many, of vary
ing aptitudes and difterent ideas, engaged 1n the work, no matter what
may be the form under which they appear, provided only that asan end
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in view they have the destruction of a prejudice, the elucidation of a
truth. It 18 this natural and spontaneous division of the work which
permits all sorts of mitiative to arise that will facilitate the destruction
of the existing society by enabling us to attack it on all sidesat the same
time.

Other comrades say to us:“ But if there is no longer anything but
Anarchy how shall we prevent the former employers, landords and
governing classes from leaguing themselves together in order to re-estab-
lish private property and authority, if the revolutiou happens to be vie-
torious 1 any one country how shall we be able to defend it against the
other powers who will certainly not hesitate to attack it | if the individ-
uals are scattered about and have no force binding them together.
How shall we prevent erime, how shall we prevent madmen doing serious
injury.”

If the comrades who raise these objections had reflected on the mat-
ter and formed some 1dea in their minds of the vast amount of energy
the people will have to expend in order to realise the Social Revolution ;
1f they had but considered that most of the mconveniences they dread
are only the result of the present antagonistic orgamsation and must
inevitably disappear with it they would have understood that these ob-
jections cannot possibly stop the propaganda but as it is always o gain
to elucidate a question we shall reply to 1t more fully.

How does anyone think that the former governimg, possessing and
employig classes will try to estabhish then authority and private pro-
perty again when the torce which now sustains them will have been
found imsuthicient to prevent themr overthrow and will be destroved and
dispersed so that they will have to relv cntively upon themr own strength,
When the workers have strength enough to destroy the whole existing
organisation which now bears upon them w th all its weight do vou not,
think they will be strong enough to prevent it bemg reformed 2 Wil
not the danger vather be i the possibility that the vetrograde soctadists
will try to possess themselves of power and use it for thens own henefit,
it the workers are stupid enough to pernt them 2 To put this ques-
tion 1s to answer 1t.

As to the governments falling vpon the people who do suceced in
winning triumph for the Social Revolution that would doubtless happen
it 1t was possible to localize the revolution.  But as the Socid Revolu-
tion can be victorious only on the condition that it is mternational, as
the workers will be able to get rid of their exploters, only hy vetting rid
of their exploiters; only by getting rid ot those fictitious Iines which sep-
arate them and by abjurting the whotie hatreds which then exploiters
have breathed mto them m order to arm them against each other, they
will have to help each other m accomphishimg this salutary work, the de-
struction of the parasites; as the Social Revolution i fact cannot effected
by one nation more thau another but must extend over the whaole of hu-
manity, it follows that the revolution cannot localise itselt but that it
will burst ont at several porats at one and the same time, or one after
the other, according to the circvmstances which give rise to these move-
ments.Consequently as these causes will act nponall pomts so as to pro-
duce the same effect cach government. will be sutheiently occupied  at
home without hbemg able to concern itselt about what passes m neigh-
bouring states.

Looked at from this point of view the Social Revolution appears to
us as a long series of battles with alternating defeats and victories for
the workers | so that which s mmproperly ealled the Morrow of the Re-
volution will be mdefinitely removed.  'The revolution mayv Last o cen-
tury or 1t may be ended moa few vears (1t as the revolution itselt that
with us takes the place of that transition pertod which the collectivists
clamour for).  But it would be o mistake to beheve that the overthrow
of the old world as we understand it 1s merely the work of o day or
two. Those who beheve that all that has to be done to establixh the
newstate of thimges isto overtnrow a government ortwo and issue halt o
dozen decrees e deludime themselves very mach, The strocele will ho
long and paanful. Tt wall be ended only with the taking of the last prece
of 1udividual property and the disappearance of the last vestage of an
thority from the earth.

As to the crimes; with very rare exceptions no one s crmmnnal simply
tor the pleasure of committing o crune. le the existing society niost of
the erimes ave contmitted from motives of mnterest or from caises doae to
the bad social crgant=ation.  Let us oot vid of the canses and the crmmes
which they engender will disappear with them.,

Asto the crnminals whose actsdo not appear to hive any explicable o
tives, who scem to act as they do only tor the pleasare of killing or some
other sentiment ot ferocity, although m scme cases no appreciatle trace
of brain discase has been discovered it 1s to be found by the doctor or
the savant who really desived to know and whose seience consists m some-
thine more than the wish to cracate tor hnnselt a good position by
fawning upon the existing socicty or making himselt the servants ot
the hangman. The disinterested man of science 1s able to establish swath-
out a doubt that these mdividuals have simply obeved mmpulsions quite
independant of thenr will and that even at they are not genecrally e
cognised by the world of science at the present dayv these lessons none
the less exist.  Such imdividuals should e handed over to the doctor
auwd not to the hangman.

[t 15 evident that if such cases arise 1 the future soctety people will
always be in a state of legitimate defence aganst those who are hikely to
attack thenm.  But then let us defend ourselves when these attacks come,
et us at least have the courage of onr acts, do not let ts shelter our-
selves behind phrases which serve ouly to mask cowardice and mduce
people to do with parade and ostentation what thep pretend to punish
the individuals of whom they have constituted themselves the judees.

[t is truly a fine sort of logie, to kill an mdnadual under the pretext
of teaching him that he must not Kill anvone.

For our part we are certiun that these occurences will disappear i
the futwe =ocrety; 1t 1= not natural for men to he Al and e o dis
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o dered bram. Al the maladies, all the cerebral diseases are only pro-
dced by the conditions of existenee which society has eveated for the
1 hividual,

They will disappear when man has returned to his normal manner of
ct hivinge,

Certaandy these anomahies will not disappear all at once with the
caunses which have given rise to ther; heredity will continue them for a
certamn time, hut they wall ;:'rm]mtll} cease, for there neain the revolu-
Cron will excrcise ats salutary mflnence, aithough this may possibly seem
l'i:’lrnll{'*\'i('“l.

Doctors have m fact remarked that durine periods of troubles; mala-
dies and epidemies have much less effect on populations in a state of
cflervescence, and that 1s true. The strucoie the movement, the en-
Castasi call these thimgs develope the v ital forees of the individual and
reader hiom less valnerable to attacks of disense.

The long revolutionary pertod which hmmamty will have to traverse,
wolst arovsine u the mdividual all the passions which give him vaitahity,
will contribute to a very large extent in the ehhmmation ot these morhid
aorms which take possesston ot humamty moats deeay.  The future
<octety i restormg man to his natural conditions of existence will release
i from disease and pat o onee agaan on the path of progress.

_*____._._O__._.__.__

NOTENS.

ANArcHISM IN TOYNBEE HALL.
Tovnbee ol both from its exterior and imtevior appearance; strikes
the obseryer as o reflection of the @ Practicable Socialism ” of its Prinei-
pal , M. S0 Baenett. Hervepin Iibrary, lecture hall, or concert room,
one finds a mixtare of extremes : limllunl ard Ln,lmmr, apitalist  and
waze slave, ot and science 5 faces with signs of good  cheer and faces
with traces of tears. It purports to be o means of enhghtenment to
the workers, and no doubt by its public diseussions, lectures and debates
it affords cood opportunities for the workers to improve their elocution-
avy facultios and debating eapacities ; and yet, when one looks closer,
one 1= struck by the obvious fact that, 1 social and political matters at
Al events, the enhehtenment seems biF T just the other way !

The truthe of this was strikingly proved the other evening, when Lord
Monkswell opened a debate on “Want of work.”™  The “ Lord 7 na-
tnrally contended there 1s no chanee to extinguish want of work at cer-
tain seasons, with all its consequences ; all the workers can do 1s to save
ap in  better 7 seasons, so as to diminish ats - hardship. He was, of
comr=c, met with ceneral opposition, but nothing was so well received
as the Anarvehist views upon the matter from comrades Harding, Pear-
son and another;, who was probably an unconscrous comrade. The “lord”
in reply hid to admit that he came there rather to learu than te teach.

The handbills for the T1th, of November, by-the-bye, were dihgently
distributed and read by the whole andience, so that his “lordship” be-
came anxious to obtain one and read over the brief statement of the
(Chicago aftiar.

The EXTRADITION OF CASTIONT.
The extradition case of Castiont has been keenly watched by all lovers
of iberty durme the last few weeks. Anarchists hail his release with
pleasure. The faets of the nowever, must neither be 1gnored or
mistunderstood, Ta our opimion the happy termimation of this case i no
wayv perticnent !y decrdes the question ot Boglish extradition, as many
Hii]ilh’i‘“‘;i‘

Had Chstiond been o poorer man, and unable to obtinn the ¢ valua-
ble serviees ui o cminent a law authority 7 as S CL Russell, or had
the relations hetween the Envlish and Swiss governments been  difter-
ent to what they ave, depend upon 1t the result would also have differed.

(astiont has not bheen released on the sacred prineiple of ** No extra-
dition ; but hecanse it tickled the faney of the judges and otherwise did
thean no hiarn,

Case,

‘i

T CoMmprrions orF To-DAY.

Comrade Lorion has just been sentenced  to fifteen months’ ilIlpl'iHml—
ment at Rouloas for heing an Anarchist. We have not all the details
but we think 1t will mterest our readers if we
reproduce the following passage from his defence, which has been pub-
li<shed 1 Lo Revolte”

T oarrived oo Swiss village on the day when a fire had destroyed
more than two hundred houses, and lett without shelter a large number
of persous. On the morrow I was able to write to a friend 1in these
words: * My dear friend; T am extremely happy.  An immense confla-
cration has just destroyved more than two hundred houses.  Thanks to
this catustrophe T have been able to get work!”

After a hittle time 1T had to leave the country. On arriving in
another place 1 learned that an assistant 1 a restaurant, employed to
wagh the plites; had broken his arm. 1 came forward and asked for
his job; 1 wis aceepted; but when the other young fellow was cured he
cione and took his job agam, and 1T once more found myself without
work.  Then T understood that i the existing society the happiness of
one i1s founded on the mistortune of another.

“ Where is the heutenant who does not desire the death of his eaptain
m order to get has place ¢ aud how many impatient heirs do not wish
the death of then futhers and mothers v order that they may enjoy the
fortune 27

of the case bhotore us.

l.ovise MICHEL'S SCHOOL.

I't 15 proposed to start an mmternational Socialist School in London,
with Louise Michel for directress.  The French Group in the Autono-
nie Club ave taking the imtiative in the affair, both because they think

—as — il = —

the school will be very useful, and because they desmre to help Lowse
M ichel to obtain work for which she is adimir: dhly suited.

The object of the school will be to develope in the children those
principles of humanity and justice so urgently demanded by the
coming Twentieth Century. Children of all nationalities will be ad-
mitted and several languages taught, but the instruction will be mainly
given in French,  The school will be in the neighbourhood of Fitzroy
Suare.

The Committee which has been formed to organise the scheme, and
raise the needful funds, are getting up a concert and discussion for
Tuesday, December 9th at the Athenweum Hall, Tottenham Court Road.

Any of our readers who are dispored to help Louise Michel and our
French comrades are invited to communicate with the Organising

C‘ommittee of the © Eeole Sociahste de Langue Francaise,” Autonomie
Club, 6, Windmill Street, Tottenham Court Road, W.('.

O =

TIHHE QUESTION OF THE UNEMPLOYED.

Jark days and foggy mights are once more upon us, making the narrow
and ilutv streets of the hllll]]h look even narrower aml more filthy, while
the dingy rooms of low dwelling-houses in which the workers eke out
their miserable existence are by no means improved either in appear-
ance or cleanhimess by the damp and fog, so common in London at this
time of the year. Commerce, as the workmen know to their cost, 18
ever niggardly 1 ats provision of work, and 1s particularly so dulmg
the winter months.

Henee the ery of the unemployed, which may be confidently reckoned
on as a regular accompaniment to that gigantic piece of folly the
Lord Mayor’s Show. Indeed, 1t does seem as if Nature had planned
that 1t should be so 1n order to show the iniquity of conditions which
display rags, filth and misery by the side of gaudy sumptuousness and
prlde the misery and starvation of the one being the measure of the
cluttony and pomp of the other.

The unemployed question 1s one to which many well-meaning persons
have devoted much attention. They have propounded many schemes
of alleviation, all of which are toredoomed to failure, however, simply
because thewr projectors do not gauge the economic hltllcltl(}u Wlth sufh-
cient clearness.  The present system of commerce 1s the generator of
unemployed workmen, and will remain so until its destruction.

Work cannot be provided for all so long as production is carried on
for profit instead of for use, 1.e.,, until the workers are free both in
production and consumption, which 1s the short expression of our ideal
as Anarchists, and 1s our meaning of the so much misunderstood phrase
“ the Social Revolution.”

There 1s no specially unemployed class, as seems to be supposed by
many benevolent scheme-projectors.  The unemployea are the workers
who cannot be profitably employed by either capitalist or landlord, and
regardless of the fact whether they are skilled or unskilled. They are
thrown on one side when their labour will not bring the usual quota
of grist to the maill.

The outery for governmental and municipal relief works for the un-
cmployed grows louder every year, and to a very small extent this
expedient has been put mto practice; without any appreciable success in
stemming the flow of want and misery, and even if carried much further
than has been already attempted, relief works ecan only succeed in pro-
portion as 1t displaces smilar work elsewhere, 1f such ean be ealled
HUICCeSS.

Of course it must not be thought that Anarchists do not sympathise
with the unemployed. They have our deepest sympathy, only we
cannot blind ourselves to the fact that the grand eause of their suffer-
1ngs 1s the uumnlml\ which 1s born of commercialism, and can only cease
when that 1s destroyed, and the workers set free from its stifling meshes,
We refuse to ereate false hopes i the heart of men, for helpers theer
are none, and this we should be guilty of domg 1if we pretended there
was any permanent alleviation to be looked tor in Government relief
works.

Moreover, Anarchists are also anxious to avord, if possible, mere
hunger revolts, which are becoming so common in every country of the
world. The capitahist, landlord and usurer are alike the creators of the
of hunger revolutions, which are brought about by their callous attitude
towards the workers during thenr undeserved distress, together with
their stubborn refusal to look further than their noses mto the evolu-
tion of thing.  On the other hand, the foreces of education and humanity
are the factors on which we depend to bring about the desired change
from misery and slavery to happiness and freedom ; nor are we
Anarchists merely becanse we may, and often do, suffer hunger and
privation strong asis the reason this forms for a change but we are
Anarchists because we recognise that the preseat commercial system is
bhuilt upon the vile pr 111(1pl@ of domination which also leads the way to
want and misery.  Anarchy needs not hunger alone to justify it, since
the natural rights ot the individual form its tundamental principles ; and
even were hunger for ever abohished, it authority remained behind we
should still work for Anarchy, because 1t 1s the expression of all that
13 noble and worthy in man. 1. Davis.

O

FUNERAL OF A LONDON COMRADE.

On Sunday Nov. 9th, Hemrich Reuter, a member of the Autonomie
Club, and a hard worker in the cause of Anarchism was buried in Manor
Park Cemetary. The procession started from the Autonomie Club and
was a most impressive affanr.  F. Kitz; Trunk, Steinzbeit, Louise Michel,
and W. Neilson delivered short bpemlles over the grave,
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LET THERE BE LIGHT !

ANARCTUSTS may rejoice that the situation is beginning to be clear. The
more the struggle develops, the more manifest does it become that we
are in the right. The workers are combining all over the world, and
their action is forcing combination on the ‘“employers,” while this
again reacts on the workers in wider and wider amalgamation. Soon we
shall have two compact hostile masses confronting each other. So far
the Social Democrats have foreseen accurately enough.

But now comes this question : What will the governments do?

They are “ between the devil and the deep sea,” and he who 1s 1n
such a case may well look to his feet lest he trip or stumble.
Theve is only one logical course they can take as governments but three
posseble courses are open to them as bodies of fallible human beings, tor
your human being seldom acts logically. They can side with the
employers, and this is their one logical course. 2. They can remain

neutral and hold the ring. 3. They can side with the people.

In a previous article 1 showed that governmont quia government
- (tovernment with a big G -always has been, and always must be
mervely the vigilance committee of a privileged class, aristocratic or
plutocratie, or mixed-—with us of course plutocratic in the main. The
same article explained how a government (small g) may possibly be
divided against itself into two equal portions, but how, like every house
so divided, it must fall-- how 1 fact from the moment 1t becomes co
divided 1t 1s no longer Government (big ().

Representatave government (2.c., the theory that a whole nation can
govern itself through represeatation) can never be a reality. It 151 ats
essence a sham and based upon either a narrow franchise, hmted by a
property qualification or something of the kind (in which case you have
again the government of the many by the few), or else upon the ignor-
ance of the masses and theiwr blindness to thenr own interests (1n which
case you hawe representataves who though elected by the many only
represent the few, or perhaps only represent themselves).

GGovernment, let us repeat (since we must always be teaching yeople
their A. IB. C.) 1s the government of somebedy by somebody else. 1t 15
possible for the representatives of a class marrower than the whole
people to ngpresent them truly as a government, and to hold down
their names the rest ot the nation.  But the representatives of a wholo
nation could not be a gevernment 1n the proper sense of the word, unless
they hold dewn some otber nation. At the most they could be a body
of public servants, it they represented thewr constituents. ‘“ Yes,” says
the Social IDemocrat, ‘“ that 13 just what we want-—delegates.” “ But,”
answers the Anarchist, ‘“ history shows us that they would not repre-
sent their oconstituents; they would not be content to be delegates;
they would make themselves a Government in right earnest.  Just put
Mr. Ben Tildett, for instance, who says that the *tail must not wag the
head,” and a few more humble delegates of the kind in control of the
means of preduction and exchange, and see how soon you will have
found new masters.”

People then elect representatives to govern their enemies and to pro-

tect their own privileges, 1f they have any, or to acquire privileges for

them, if they khave none. And what is happening in Eongland is just
this : The poor are electing representatives to govern the rich, and the
rich are electing representatives to govern the joor, while the extending
franchise and the growth of popular enlightenment make the contending
forces more equal. The mere equal they become the nearer we approach
to the first reducto ad absurdum of all Government with a big G, and it
18 surprising that people do not see this simple fact, when it is always
being brought home to them by the daily spectacle of a helpless House
of Commons, 1n which parties are ever more and more neutralising one
another.

However this long digression and repetition is merely intended to
show how 1t may be possible for the government in England to fall into
an illogical position. The first stage of reductio ad absurdum may be
passed, ot course, and the exoteric dream of the Social Democrats may
for a while seem on the point of being realised, while their esoteric ideal
of seizing power themselves may be fully realised ; the so-called party
of the poor may conceivably become the stronger and the poor may suc-
ceed 1n at least governing the rich. This is all that Fabians and such
folk mean 1n their illogical language by the death of laissez fuire, though
1t seems useless to point out to them that there never was such a thing
as laissez farre, there was only an unjust one-sided interference.

1. The government in England, then, may forget or lose sight of its
own 1nterests as a government, ¢ e., it may fail to see that a government
of the privileged by the unprivileged, if carried out to the logical end, can
only go on till the privileged are crushed and government becomes super-
fluous. But to do them justice, our rulers (existing and aspiring to
exist) are not so blind. They would rather not carry it out to the logical
end ; they see a middle point, which forms a convenient halting place,
v.e., when the government have expropriated the privileged in their
own favour, and become themselves a real government and a new privi-
leged class. When the time comes for them, like the lord high execu-
tioner 1 Gilbert's play, to cut off their own heads, they will return tg
logic and decline to carry the illogical process any further.

T'o be brief, our government may conceivably take the side of the
masses for a time, provided that the Social Democratic party outside

and inside the House becomes quickly powerful enough to overawe the

representatives of privilege. But even then it can only go on with this
till reall{v revolutionary demands (in the Anarchist sense) are raised. 1f
1t goes further it will sail hard to its own shipwreck.

2. Of the three possible courses we have taken the last first. Now
let us take the second: let us suppose government to remain neutral
and ‘“keep the ring” This, oh nteachable Fabians, would be that

which has never existed hitherto, viz., real lawssez faire. DBut re_a.l
laissez faire means abdication. No government ever yet indulged n 1t,
and no government ever can. It would say plainly to all mankind,
“ Behold we are a government elected to govern, but we cannot or daro
not govern, we are useless !|” Such a government could not last o year.
It would go down overwhelmed by the contempt of both poor and 1'1(!*}_1.

3. Now let us suppose the government to take the side of the rich
definitely. Let us suppose that, so long as the people merely make
demands for reform it trifles with them, but as soon as their demands
become in the least revolutionary (even in the Social Democratic sense)
it takes openly the side of the exploiters.  Why then every act of the
government will strengthen our hands both against at and against those
of the Social Democrats and Fabians who remain obstinate, tor the
sensible among them (except - the ﬁellﬁil)le—st_'lﬁﬁh who may by that time
perhaps be in otlice) will already be Anarchists. |

There remains however apparently, but not reaily, a fourth I‘!(‘i%\‘hlhlf‘:
course, though only for a very short time. kKven atter the tli‘l.h:lllt]H Of
the people have become revolutionary (1n the H:'wml Democratic sense)
the government may coquette first with one :-:ul_ﬁ and tlltjll with the
other. This is perhaps only possible 1n imperialist countiies such  as
Germany. But this gnme, too, must soon be played out.

[ think I have shown then that the governments have come to a
cross-way, where three roads meet, and that all three lead to therr
destruction. |

Wo cannot tell by which of the three the government wall hurry to
its doom in our country. It 15 to some extent a question of roelative
speeds. 1t the so called party of the poor increases in Datlianent and
in the county councils more speedily than the :l_wrrlt_-pn.t-lat. O _tlw
economic revolution, our government may take the Hlogeal conrse just

mentioned. But this 1s I!t'ﬁl']l:l]‘rr-«} iln]n'ulmhlu. [t seems at present as %
. ] T s

the great strllgg‘le must be upon us Lefore there are more thoan hodtbn

dozen Social Democrats in the House of Commons.  Of conr-e, however,

we must allow for the flexibility of the conscience of memnbors of p SUEDE
ment. Fear or interest might convert many suddenly.

All this, however, 1s of little ultimate iln[u-wt.:lm-w, ariel 1< ““t. wont h
a guess. 'The one thing clear to some ol us s that whatever Goovern-
nent does it must ruin 1tselt. Jony bEveray haneas,

MUTUAL AID AMONGST ANIMALS.

11.

In the “ Nineteenth Centiary 7 for November Kropotkine has pub-
lished the second of his 1mmportant series of articles upon Mutual \id.
Continuing his survey of Sociabiality) as 1t exists amongst the lower
animals, he points out that association an:d co-operation are common,
not only amongst the gentler herb and fruit-eating beast<, but also
amongst those which feed on flesh. In fact only the cat tribe (including
lions and tigers, ete.) decidedly prefer 1solation to societv. 'T'herve arve
a few other flesh-eating creatures, such as weasels and bears, which are
often found leading a solitary life, but this seemms to be a result of
special causes 1n particular cases.  In places where they have been hittle
molested by man, and where the race 1s 1n 1ts full vigour, they have
been found 1n groups and socleties.

There are some species of animals which live 1in small groups at ordi-
narv times, but 1n circumstances of special need or danger these groups
combine and act together. 'T'he horse tribe, for example, generally live
in their wild condition, 1in small studs; but if a beast of prey comes
into the neighbourhood, or 1t they have to avoid a praivie tive, or take
refuge in the lower ravines from a snow storm raging over the steppes,
they collect in herds 10,000 strong and all act 1n unison. The decr
tribe behave in much the same way, living in small herds, which unite
in enormous tl‘OOPS ‘Wllt}ll tln*l‘u 15 need fi)l‘ COINIMoI1l :wtiun,, €1} "\\'lit‘ll
they have to migrate.

Some of the more sociable animals associate, not only with their own
species, but with others as well.  Quaggas (a sort of zebra) live on first
rate terms with those excellent sentries the ostriches, and also with
gazelles, several species of antclopes and gnus.  Most varieties of apes
and monkeys are exceedingly sociable amongst themselves and also with
other varieties. The two unsociable sorts of ape, both of which are
rare, seem to be the morose and i1solated survivors of once numerous
and, probably, sociable species.

To sumn up, throughout the animal world sociability will be found,
upon a close examination, to be the rule, want of 1t the exception.
‘““ Those species which live solitary, or 1n small tamilies only, are rela-
tively few, and themnr numbers are limited. Nay 1t appears very prob-
able that, apart from a few exceptions, those birds and mammals which
are not gregarious now, were living 1n socleties before man multiphed
on the earth and waged a permanent war against them, or destroved
the sources from which they formerly derived iood.” * Creatures do
not associate to die,” remarks Espinas.

Further, the higher the development of the species, the more various,
conscious and voluntary does association become. ¢ It loses 1ts purely
physical character, it ceases to be simply instinctive, it becomes rea-
soned.” The higher animals associate;, not bhindly and continuously,
but periodically or occasionally as their needs require. They associato
for some special purpose, to migrate, to hunt, to detend one another, to
rear their young, to play and enjoy social 1ntercourse. ‘These higher
forms of association are complex. Iundividuals form families) families
groups, groups herds; and the higher, ¢.e.,, the more reasonable and
definite, the association, the more imdependence does 1t guarantee to the
individual, without depriving 1t of the benefits of social Life. It 15 not
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imposed, as is the case with ants and bees, by the physiological structure
of the individual ; it is cultivated for the benefits of mutual aid, or for
the sake of its pleasures.” |

It is a noteworthy fact that the rudiments of free association, of
Anarchist Communism, are to be found growing up in the animal world
even before we come to primitive man, and that the higher the develop-
ment of sociability the nearer does it come to this 1deal.

In the latter part of his article, Kropotkine goes on to draw some
general conclusions as to the relative unportance ot mutual aid and
mutual struggle as factors in evolution.

The phrase “ struggle for existence,” is used by evolutionists, and by
Darwin himself, in two senses. Firstly, for the direct, personal struggle
between individual and individual for food and safety and mates, or
between 1ival species for living room and life; secondly, for the per-
sistent effort to exist and develop in spite of all adverse circumstances,
which is made by every living organism. This last Darwin called the
“ metaphorical 7 struggle for existence, and its universality and persist-
ence no one disputes. The question is: What part does mere coinpeti-
tion play in this ceaseless struggle of the living being to hold 1ts own
amidst all the tremendous forces of nature, and what part i1s played by
association and mutual help ?

“ That life in societies is the most powerful weapon mn the struggle
for life, taken 1 1ts widest sense could be 1llustrated by any
amount of evidence. TLife in socteties enables the feeblest insects, the
feeblest birds, and the feeblest mammals to resist, or to protect them-
selves from, the most terrible birds and beasts of prey. i1t permits
longevity ; it enables the species to rear its progeny with the least
waste of energy and to maintain its numbers albeit a very slow birth-
rate ; it enables the gregarious animals to migrate in search of new
abodes.  'Therefore, while fully admitting that the force, swiftness, pro-
tective colours, cunning, and endurance of hunger and cold, which are
mentioned by Dapwin and Wallace, are so many qualities making the
individual, or the species, the fittest under certain circumstances, we
maintain that under any circumstances sociability 1s the greatest advan-
tage in the ~truggle for life. 'Those species which willingly or unwill-
ingly abandon it are doomed to decay ; while those animals which know
best how to combine, have the greatest chances of survival and of
furthier evolution, although they may be inferior to others in each of
the faculties enumerated by Darwin and Wallace, save the intellectual
faculty. As to the intellectual faculty, while every Darwinist will
agree with Darwin that it 1s the most powerful arm in the struggle for
life, and the most powerful factor of further evolution, he will also
admit that intelligence 15 an eminently social faculty. Language, imi-
tation and accumulated experience, are so many elements of growing
intelligence of which the unsociable animal 1s deprived. Therefore we
find at the top of each class of animals the ants, the parrots, and the
monkeys, all combining the greatest sociability with the highest devel-
opment of itelhigence.”

‘“ Moreover, 1t 1s evident that life 1n societies would be utterly 1mpos-
sible without a corresponding development of social feelings, and, espe-
cially of v cortain collective sense of justice growing to become a habit.
If every individual were constantly abusing 1its personal advantages
without the others interfering 1 favour of the wronged, no society-lhife
would be possible.”  And accordingly we see a group of sparrows inter-
fering to prevent a lazy one stealing materials from the nest an indus-

trious comrade 15 buillding ; separate groups of penguins decide on and
keep separate resting places and fishing abodes without fighting ; and
indeed without such mutual arrangements it 1s evident that the nesting
assocuitions of birds, the villages of gnawers, or the herds of grass-
feeders could not e¢xist.

Now let us glance at the part claimed for competition in securing by
natural selection the survival of the fittest.

It 15 a well known fact that amongst animals in a wild state large
numbers cortinually perish of hunger, cold, ete., and it has too readily
been assumed, even by Darwin, that these deaths from privation occuar
in consequence of the stronger or more cunning or better endowed indi-
viduals or species starving out theiwr weaker fellows, there being too
mahy of thew on the ground {or all to exist in comfort. We have had
this “ Malthusian™ view of the cruelty of nature so dinned into our
ears that we scarcely believe 1t open to question, and Darwin, the careful

fact collector, hardly troubles himself to seek instances in proof of this
ﬁHHllIl}pliml.

false one.

“We have good reason,” he writes, “ to believe that want of animal

populition 1s the natural state of things all over the world, with but a
few temporary exceptions to the ronle. The actnal number of animals
in a given region are determined, not by the highest teeding capacity of
the region, bat by what 1t 15 every year under the most unfavourable
(‘{)Ilt“lmna. =) th:"lt, fm* th;it I'e¢nsoln 11]()11(‘, (‘Olnl}(}titi(}ll Cal h&l‘dly be
a normal condition ; but other causes intervene as well to cut down the
animal population below even that low standard.” The herds of wild
horses and cattle 1in Transbarkalia arve a gtmd example. They are weak
from want ot food every spring, not because there is not enough for all,
but beconse every single beast has the heavy labour of getting his food
from under the snow, and the weaker die under the strain at last, whilst
those who live to breed 1in the better weather produce a small and feeble
oflspring.  Thus the nwmbers are always below the tood-producing
capacity ot the district.  Almost all wild grass-eating annnals and many
rodent~ 1 Asinand America are much in the same condition, and of
them “ we can safely say that their numbers are not kept down by com-
p(‘t,j;iiilll, that at no time of the year can they struggle (with each other)
for tood.”

Nothing like enough importance has hitherto been given to the mani-
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kropotkine believes, however, that it is a radically &
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fold checks to overcrowding which are of daily occurrence in the animal
world, and many of which are far more important in their effects than
competition. The ¢staying power” of individuals and species, their
endurance and ingenuity are more shrewdly tested by cold, heat, damp,
gales, tempests, hurricanes, floods, diseases, and foes of quite other
tribes, than they are by direct competition. And 1t must be borne 1n
mind that the action of all these checks in thus eliminating all but the
fittest under the hard conditions they impose does not by any means
invariably tend to the highest development. For instance, Ilo_where
are horses more rigourously weeded out by nature than in Sibera, and
Siberian horses can exist upon birch twigs and stand fearful cold, but
they cannot carry half the weight that an ordinary European horse
could.

Therefore the tendency of animal life in its struggle for development

is to avoid all these violent hindrances as far as may be, and amongst
them, to avoid competition.

“In the great struggle for life--for the greatest possible fulness and
intensity of life with the least waste of energy—natural selection con-
tinually seeks out the ways for avoiding competition as much as pos-
sible.” Natural selection picks out the species which learn how best to
avoid competition and preserves those species. Animals which combine,
which aid each other to get and store up food, to migrate, to select and
keep distinct abodes and hunting grounds without fighting, oy animals

which seek new forms of food rather than compete with others —these
are the animals which live and replenish tho earth.

THE PROPAGANDA.
| REPORTS.
LONDON —

St. Pancras Group.—-The Group have been so actively engaged in organising
the Chicago commemoration meetings reported on another page, that they have
had no time to arrange any discussions and the weather has been too bad to allow
of open-air meetings.

FKast London Group. —Yeather too bad for Victoria Park meetings. DBusy with
Chicago commemorations. g

South London Growup.—Oct. 26, T. Pearson, finding the audience in the S.D.F.
Hall left without a lecturer, adjourned thither from the Progressive and delivered
his speech on ‘ Organisation Free and Unfree,” to some attentive Social Demo-
crats, who asked many questions, and a spirited discussion ensued. Nov. 9th,
Chicago commemoration. Nov. 23, W. Neilson on “ The Ethics of a Worker.”

PROVINCES —

Manchester., — Comrade Kropotkine lectured in the New Islington Hall,
Ancoats, to a very large audience, Sunday afternoon, Nov. 17, on * Brain Work 2.
Manual Work.” He advocated with his usual eloquence, the combination of both
kinds of work in the education of children. Such an education has been already
realised in the Moscow schools of Russia, in Chicago, in Boston, in many schools
in Paris and in Aberdeen. He pointed out that if all boys and girls were taught
to produce something useful there would be a tremendous increase in the wealth

of the community, and many social and mechanical and scientific problems would
be rapidly solved,

Leicester.—Tuesday, Nov. 18, Comrade Kropotkine lectured in the Co-operative
Hall, his subject being ¢ Is Socialism Practicable.” Full report next month.

Dundee.—A discussion class has been formed at the suggestion of our Comrade
Cameron, which meets Sundays at noon. 'T'he first class was held Oct. 26th.

Persecution of Jews in Hussia.——Nov. 1st, at the Great Assembly Hall, Mile
End, a mass mecting was to have been held to protest against the persecution of
the Jews in Russia, but at the last moment the Chief Rabbi and Mr. Montagu,
M.P., prevailed on Mr. Charrington to refuse the hall for that purpose. The de-
monstration took place in the open space outside the hall, and a resolution was
passed condemning the action of the Russian Government. Amongst the speakers
were W. Neilson, Williamn Morris, Stepniak, and Mrs. Marx-Aveling. The meeting
terminated with cheers for * Free Russia” and groans for Charrington. Since
then Comrade Wess has had a correspondence with Mr. Charrington resulting in
a little cheque for £20 from that gentleman as fine for breach of contract.

(Comrades and friends are requested to send communications for wse i, this column
not later than the third week of every month.

NOTICES.

St. Pancras Commaonist- Anarchist G--oup will hold a discussion in the hall of

githe Autonomie Club, 6 Windmill Street, Tottenham Court Road, at 8,30 p.m., on

the first and third Mondays in December. Openers W. Neilson and 'I'. Pearson.
Fast London Communist-Anarchist 6. oup will hold a series of discussions on

"l“uesdu_}'s at 8.30 p.m., in the hall of the International Working Men’s Club,
" 40 Berner's Street, Commercial Road.

-

. Dec. 9th, subject, “ Names and Opinions.”
“Opencer, T. Pearson.  Dec. 16th, “ The Ethics of a Worker,” W. Neilson. 'The usual

open-air meetings at 3.30 p.m. on Sundays, in Victoria Park, will be held, weather
permitting.

o —

ANropotkines Lectures.—Jan. 9th, Ayr, N. B.

———
= T ——.
e e ER— e —

Donations.—J. M. ¥., £2: . 1., Hs.

= — e — — —— ——— i — e e
—

. F'reedom, annual subscription, post free to all countries, 1s. Gl

THE

‘lT

I)E

Wholesale price, 1s. 4d. a quire of 27, carriage frec.
Back Numbers.— Yol. 1., 1s. 1d.; Yol. 11, 1s. 1d.; Yol. 111., 1s. 3d.

“TiHE WAGE SYSTEM.” By Y. KROPOTKINE, 1d.; post free 13d.
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}{_” ANARUHiST: A ForTNiGHTLY JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST

CoMMUNINM. Yost free to Great Britain for One shilling per quarter. Ad-
dress: C. Timmermann, >.O. Box, 768, St. Louis, Missouri, U.8.A.

HERALD OF ANARCHY.
A monthly exponent of Uonsistent Individualism.

Shows how Rent and Interest can be abolished by free competition, and defends
the right of the labourer to the fruit of his own toil.
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